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From the Chair:  

We think it important to keep in touch in these challenging times. As you know, sadly we had 

to cancel all lectures for the rest of this season. If the world is back to normal by September we 

hope to be able to return to our lecture programme. Should this be the case we aim to have a 

very brief AGM before the September lecture. We will try to keep you updated. 

Please also note that the proposed Garden Visit will not go ahead at this time. There is a 

possibility that it can be rescheduled later in the year. 

We thank you all for your understanding and will try to keep in touch. Most importantly, we 

hope you are all well and well looked after, keep safe! 

Your coffee team: 

Fiona Gordon organised 

another get together for the 

“baristas” on the 5th February 

in Johnston's Cafe. We were 

all there bar one, Louise 

Cunningham, who was 

unwell and sadly she passed 

away very suddenly on the 

22nd of February.  

Louise was one of the first 

volunteers to help provide 

teas and coffees in the 

Willamson Hall. Without fail 

she would be there at 0930 on the lecture day to turn on the urns in the kitchen. Her quiet 

humour and support will be sorely missed by us all. 

Anne McVean 
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Events: 

Alice Kettle: In November 2018 I wrote an article about the textile artist, Alice Kettle for our 

newsletter. The Arts Society has just published the following article on Facebook: “ Discover 

the many threads that tie textile artist Allice Kettle’s practice together, with curator and 

writer Glenn Adamson. In these strange times, we hope to see her show at Compton Verney 

soon, but in the meantime this will give you a taste of her wonderful work!” 

https://theartssociety.org/arts-news-features/threading-stories-alice-kettle  

 

The Arts Society: 

The Arts Society is looking into ways to be able to present lectures via YouTube. Check the 

web-site if you are able to. 

 

A Remarkable Coincidence 

I’m sure I’m not alone – indeed I think I’m probably one of many – when I say that I was 

surprised and fascinated by the lecture by Sophie Oosterwilk at our September 2019 meeting 

on the art of Hieronymus Bosch. 

Yes, I’d heard the name, I was vaguely aware that he was Flemish and that there was something 

disreputable (if you didn’t know any better) about his paintings.  I found it most interesting to 

learn why he painted such weird and sometimes apparently pornographic images in paintings 

that were part of religious buildings – and to wonder whether he had done these in all 

seriousness or whether his sense of humour had crept into some of them. 

I did not think I was likely to see any of his works “in the flesh” in the near future.  Imagine 

my surprise, then, when I saw a few of them – in Italy. 

I was on a cruise of the eastern Mediterranean, and our ship called in for a day at Venice. 

After a visit to the interior of St Mark’s Basilica (which I’d seen on previous visits without 

having time to queue and go inside), I headed for the Accademia, where the main exhibitions 

are some of the major works of the old Italian masters, particularly Titian, Tintoretto and 

Bellini. 

https://theartssociety.org/arts-news-features/threading-stories-alice-kettle
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Just as I was leaving, I noticed 

a much smaller, circular room 

– and found that it was a small 

exhibition of several works by 

Hieronymus Bosch.  Most of 

them were quite dark, and the 

lighting in the room was 

subdued – but I was able make 

out several of the fantastical 

animal and humanoid images 

about which we had learned 

in the lecture.  

 

Duncan Alexander 

Our Web Site: https://theartssocietyspeyside.org.uk 

There is also a page on the main Arts Society web site but the above address is our specific 

one. Please visit it as we need more numbers to move it up the Google listing. It is still under 

development but Chris Peel is working on this.  

 

Amazon Smile: 

We have now registered our charity on this web site. Any purchase you make through Amazon 

will result in us receiving 0.5% of the price, at no cost to yourself. To set this up go to 

smile.amazon.co.uk. BE SURE TO SELLECT THE U.K. SITE. At the bottom of the list of 

charities available you will find a box “other”. Type in The Arts Society Speyside and we will 

come up. Any problems speak to Nicky, Mary, Chris or Jackie. 

Editor: 

Jacquelyn Mobbs 

jackie@mobbs.co.uk.  
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